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Ontario Sport Awards 

Good evening everyone and thank you for being here to share this incredible evening of recognition and achievement for sport in Ontario.  On behalf of all of the award nominees and recipients I would like to extend a heart felt thanks to the Sport Alliance of Ontario for co-ordinating and hosting this annual event, and to the Ontario Government for providing an awards program. 
Minister Margaret Best, I thank you for your exemplary leadership, for being a great advocate for women and children’s involvement in sport and for your strong support of coaches. 
This award this evening came as a great surprise to me and I am truly honoured to accept it.  Thanks to the Rolf Lund family for this tribute award and Bonnie Lund for being here tonight to honor her husband’s lifetime of leadership and commitment to sport. The first recipient of this Award was Gene Sutton. As many of you know Gene passed away last summer. She was very involved and accomplished so much for amateur sport in Canada and for her community.  I feel very privileged to be in such outstanding company as a recipient of this award.  

What an amazing feeling to be recognized for something that you truly love to do. Coaching is and has been my passion for more than 25 years. Clearly I was merely a child when I began!
 I would not be standing here tonight if it was not for the Coaches Association of Ontario. Thank you for nominating me and I have to express that it is a joy to volunteer for such a dedicated team of staff, and a board or directors who are so committed to helping and supporting coaches in Ontario.

To my family who are here with me this evening – a huge thanks. You continue to provide me with so much inspiration. Role models are so important to all of us and I am sure everyone in the room can think of many people who have helped contribute to shaping the person you are today. I would like to personally thank my dad who is here with me this evening for being an incredible role model – Noel Croxon is a long standing member of the big brothers organization. A big brother himself for many years, Noel is also one of the founding members of the Big Brothers gourmet dinner which is celebrating its 40th anniversary this June.  The dinner now raises over $500,000 annually in support of big Brothers thanks to committed individuals like my dad. Thank you for being a living example for me of what it means to give, to volunteer, to make a difference.
Lastly, I would like to encourage you to continue to invest and believe in the value of amateur sport. We live in an age where everything is so readily available to us. Sport is one of the few places that we can still teach youth about life lasting values like hard work, discipline, giving, teamwork and respect. Most importantly, sport teaches us that there are no short cuts to success; it is about consistent hard work and relentless perseverance over time. My dream has come full circle, and I am back to where I began, working with young swimmers at the development level. Experience and wisdom have taught me that the real satisfaction is derived not just from winning Olympic medals but simply by making a meaningful difference in the lives of people. 
The athletes, coaches, and volunteers here this evening are living examples of these values and I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate everyone here on having an impact and making a difference. Whether you are a dedicated coach, an athlete, an official, administrator or volunteer, you are all role models for the next generation of leaders in this country.
What I share with all of you; – sport volunteers, sport administrators, athletes and coaches is a common goal:    We want ….sport to be available to many.   We want girls and women to have opportunities in our sport system on a level playing field.   We want more coaches feeling valued and continuing to build our programs.  We are all committed to help our athletes (who our are raison d’être) be all that they can be. 
Look at the people at your table, think about the people you work with or who volunteer at your club and say thanks for making a difference. I’m one of a number of Award winners tonight.   On behalf of all – thank-you.

Sheilagh Croxon – April 15th 2010

