[image: image1.jpg]mynchro Swim
m TARIO





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Synchro Ontario unveils new awards program
Toronto, ON – October 11, 2007 – Synchro Swim Ontario is introducing a formal awards and volunteer recognition program, which includes the addition of new Service Awards and National Stream Athlete and Coach of the Year awards. 
Synchro Ontario Service Awards are being added for the first time in the association’s history. The awards will recognize volunteers for 1 and 2 years service (certificate), and 3, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, and 40 years service with service pins. The Service Awards will be presented to eligible officials, board members, provincial committee members, meet managers, Club Presidents and others as determined by the evaluators annually at the Fall Conference. 
Synchro Ontario is also adding a National Stream Athlete of the Year and Coach of the Year award. Athletes competing in each National FINA age group will be eligible (13-15, Junior, and Senior). High Performance Coaches Level 3 and higher will be considered for the Coach of the Year Award for each of 13-15, Junior and Senior. Recipients will be selected by the High Performance Committee and will be presented annually at the Fall Conference.

Officials will also see the addition of a new Official’s Award which will be presented to an official who has officiated for a minimum of 10 years and who has made an outstanding contribution to officiating.  The Officials Rep will recommend a recipient annually to the Board of Directors for presentation at the annual Fall Conference.
Synchro Ontario will continue with its other awards as in past seasons including the Provincial Athlete, Coach and Volunteer of the Years awards which are presented annually at the Tier Championships Banquet, The Board of Directors Awards which is presented annually at the AGM, and the Marg McBurney Award which is presented to a Level 2 Official moving up to Level 3. 

Contact Information:

Kara Heald
Sport Development Coordinator

Synchro Swim Ontario
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