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This memo is to hopefully help all of us understand free combo routines a little better.
On page 150 of the Fina Manual(purple book) it states “ Although the ruling now states a new part begins where the previous part ends, there are no specifics concerning the distance required separating the swimmers. The intention is that the routine should flow and be logical not requiring the judges or T.V. cameras to search for the next swimmer. The closeness of swimmers ending one part and beginning another will affect the fluidity of the routine and therefore the judges score.”

The combo routines are now supposed to be as Free as possible. There only requirement regarding swimmer numbers is for a least two parts to have fewer than three competitors and two parts must have four to ten competitors. The required parts must clearly show a start and an end. As long as these requirements are met within the routine, the coach has complete freedom in how to choreograph the start and end of all other parts of the routine.
My best interpretation is that we must see the required parts with the starts and finishes very clear. Judge the rest of the routine like a play and look at the pool as a stage. Consider the originality and creativity of combining the rest of the routine parts as a whole within the Artistic Impression score.
Also remember that swimmers do not have to wait at or close to the pool wall anymore, they must look involved with the routine at all times. The coaches can now use their creativity on how to involve the swimmers on the sides within the routine.
