Celebrating Excellence….Celebrating our very own Sheilagh Croxon!

2009 ONTARIO SPORT AWARDS
 McGuinty Government Recognizes Contributions of Ontario Athletes to Amateur Sport 

On April 15th, 2010 Ontario's top amateur athletes were recognized at the 2009 Ontario Sport Awards at Ontario Place in Toronto.  This exciting event was hosted by the Ministry of Health Promotion, in collaboration with the Sport Alliance of Ontario.  In addition to honouring our athletes, the event went further, to also recognize the outstanding contributions of coaches, officials, volunteers and corporate supporters to amateur sport in Ontario. 

 Margarett Best, Ontario’s Minister of Health Promotion, was on hand to present the awards, and proudly announced that our province provides support to high-performance athletes and coaches through the Quest for Gold program and committed $10 million towards the program in 2010-11.
Throughout the evening, many fabulous stories were shared about our outstanding athletes.  For our Synchronized Swimming community, the most exciting point of the evening came when the grand finale of awards was announced.  The prestigious Rolf Lund Jule Nisse Award, symbolic of the ‘Committed Volunteer’, was presented to Sheilagh Croxon, who was nominated by the Coaches Association of Ontario.  In addition to mentoring and coaching, Sheilagh works tirelessly in promoting women in sport and is a champion of leaders in the field of coaching.  Synchro Swim Ontario, on behalf of all of our members across the province would like to take this opportunity to express our overwhelming pride and sincere gratitude to one of our very own.  Thank you Sheilagh!

Sheilagh gave a gracious, warm, heartfelt acceptance speech on behalf of not only her award, but also the many awarded athletes that preceded her.  Sheilagh has kindly offered to share her memorable words with all of us.    

For more information about the Award:

THE ROLF LUND JULE NISSE AWARD 

The Sport Alliance of Ontario, under the direction of its Board of Directors created a new award in 2004: 

The Rolf Lund Jule Nisse Award. 

Named posthumously in honour of Rolf Lund, past Chair of the Sport Alliance of Ontario, this honour would be awarded the volunteer who has made a "playground to podium" commitment to sport.   The honouree would have served as a coach, official, a member of a mission team or served as a board member, with no expectation of return; just as Rolf Lund did repeatedly and all in the spirit of the "Jule Nisse".  A mythical figure celebrated throughout Nordic culture, the "Jule Nisse" watches over the "family" (in this case the sports family) throughout the year and rewards them for good actions at year's end seeking nothing in return but the joy of helping others. The Lund family fully embraced this philosophy.  The recipient of this award, symbolic of the Committed Volunteer ("Jule Nisse"), will be selected by a high powered panel of judges including representatives of the Media, Corporations, Olympic Athletes and a member of Rolf Lund's family. The inaugural recipient of the Rolf Lund Jule Nisse Award for 2004 was Dr. Gene Sutton. 

For more information about the Event:

Sport Alliance Coverage:  http://www.sportalliance.com/content/Ontario%20Sport%20Awards.asp 

Sport 4Ontario Coverage: http://news.ontario.ca/mhp/en/2010/04/celebrating-ontarios-athletes.html 

Coaches Association of Ontario Coverage:  http://www.coachesontario.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=509:coaches-honoured-at-2009-ontario-sport-awards&catid=1:latest&Itemid=2 

